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would, he said, say nothing about " the urbanity of the
Judge," but in its conception, in its proceedings, up to the
day it left Dublin, the whole thing had been a monstrous
pretence. " But, sir, I will venture to characterise that open-
ing statement of the President, not only as scandalous, but
as incompetent. What was the foundation for the change
that was made in segregating the case of Lord Clanricarde,
for whom I appeared ? " Here there were loud jeers and
groans, to which Carson responded. " Yes, sir. I am not
one of those counsel who selects his clients when they are
on their trial. I am always quite ready to appear, to see that
justice is done to any man." He then passed on to his claim
to the right to cross-examine. John Morley had already found
it necessary to address a large meeting on this subject:
" As to precedents," he said, " I state without fear of con-
tradiction that the procedure followed by Mr. Justice
Mathew was in accordance with every precedent to be
found." Carson had then looked up the precedents : he
found that out of the fifteen Irish commissions which were
precedents, cross-examination had been allowed in eight
cases, and in the remaining seven it was not clear that cross-
examination had been applied for. Having laid Morley out
on this, he brushed this score aside : no, he was not pro-
ceeding on precedent at all ; he was proceeding on the
inherent justice of the case ; and then, by a tour de force of
Parliamentary skill, he succeeded in cross-examining on the
floor of the House the very man, John Roche, M.P., whom
he had not been allowed to cross-examine before the Commis-
sion. " The first witness examined," he said, cc certainly
rather astonished me. I had had some experience of that
witness in the trial of Blount v. Byrne. I had heard matters
of the gravest responsibility proved against him in relation
to the Clanricarde estate. I saw him challenged to go upon
the table in that case and stand the test of cross-examination,
and I saw him refuse, and in relation to these peculiar
circumstances, and in relation to this identical estate, there
was at least some ground for sifting the honesty of his
testimony." It appeared that a land agent of the Marquess
was called cc Balaclava," because he had taken part in the